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SUBJECT: MININT CALLS STUDENT SITUATION "SERIOUS" 

REE: CAIRO 1071 

1. REFTEL NOTED SERIES OE STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS OVER LAST 
TEN DAYS OR SO IN WHICH UNIVERSITY-RELATED SUBJECTS WERE 
MAIN COMPLAINTS. 

2. UK AMBASSADOR CALLED JANUARY 29 ON MININT FAHMI AND 
RAISED ISSUE OE STUDENT UNREST WITH HIM. MININT, ALTHOUGH 
INITIALLY RELUCTANT TO DISCUSS SUBJECT, FINALLY ADMITTED 
THAT HE BELIEVES SITUATION IS "SERIOUS." EAHMI SAID CERTAIN 
SUDENT ELEMENTS ARE EMPLOYING CONFRONTATION TACTICS DESIGNED 
TO PROVOKE THE POLICE. POLICE, HOWEVER, ARE UNDER STRICT 
INSTRUCTIONS TO RESIST THESE PROVOCATIONS AND, CONSEQUENTLY, 
CONFRONTATION TACTICS HAVE FAILED TO WORK. 

3. COMMENT: UK EMBASSY SHARES OUR ASSESSMENT THAT CURRENT 
STUDENT FERMENT IS LESS ATTRIBUTABLE TO IMPATIENCE WITH 
OVERXROWDED UNIVERSITY CONDITIONS THEN TO COST OF LIVING 
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UNDERWAY NOW AND TWO WEEKS SEMESTER BREAK TO EOLLOW, 

THIS IS NOT IDEAL TIME OE YEAR EOR PROVOCATEURS TO STIR 
UP STUDENT POPULATION. THAT AGITATORS ARE AT WORK IS QUITE 
CLEAR. SOME OPERATE OPENLY. LATAH'S CAIRO OEEICE DIRECTOR, 

EOR EXAMPLE, HAS BEEN SPEAKING IN CAIRO AND THE DELTA TO 
STUDENT GROUPS URGING GREATER DONATIONS OE MONEY AND TIME 
TO PALESTINIAN CAUSE. OTHER AGITATION IS, OE COURSE, 

CLANDESTINE. LAST YEAR WE SPECULATED THAT LIBYAN MONEY WAS 
GOING NOT ONLY TO RIGHTISTS BUT ALSO TO LEETISTS ON CAMPUSES. 

UK EMBASSY TELLS US NOW THAT THEY HAVE REPORT THAT THIS 
IS SO. 
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